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India visit by a Delegation of the University of Würzburg 
at partner institutions of the DAAD initiative  

„A New Passage to India“ 
26.9.- 09.10.2010 

 
Delegation and visited places: 
 
Prof. Dr. Heidrun Brückner,  Chair of Indology  
(all  partner universities);  
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kreft,  Microbiology, Biocentre  
(New Delhi, Hyderabad);  
Prof. Dr. Viveka Rai, DAAD Guest Professor, Indology 
(Hampi, Mangalore);  
Dr. Barbara Lotz, Indology (New Delhi, Hyderabad);  
Dr. Stephan Schröder-Köhne, University of Würzburg 
Graduate Schools (UWGS ) (all  partner universities)  

 

Delegation before departure 
(from right to left: H. Brückner, J. Kreft, B. Lotz, 
S. Schröder-Köhne) 
 

 
Please double-click on the words highlighted in blue to open the respective website 

 

Background & Aim  

In the past decades, a number of individual and institutional collaborations of scientists from the 
University of Würzburg with Indian colleagues have come into existence – for sure not all of them are 
known to the authors of this report. These collaborations culminated in the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Kannada University of Hampi in 2005 and the 
temporary establishment of IGLO (Indo-German Liaison Office for Infection Research) shortly 
afterwards. The latter formalized the cooperation with the Centre for DNA Diagnostics and 
Fingerprinting (CDFD) and the Central University, both in Hyderabad. In 2009, a further MoU was 
signed with the Mangalore University. In early 2010, MoUs have been concluded with two top Indian 
universities, the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) in New Delhi and the University of Hyderabad. 
This paved the way for successful applications of the University of Würzburg in the “A New Passage 
to India” initiative of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). The DAAD funding allowed the 
establishment of the “Würzburg Centre for Modern India”, which is based on an interdisciplinary 
initiative between several institutions at the University of Würzburg, promoting teaching and 
research with a focus on modern India. One important activity is to invite Indian faculty as guest 
professors; this programme is already in full swing since October 2010. 

Moreover, the “New Passage” grants enable the University of Würzburg to send advanced students 
of all disciplines for study and research stays of several months to our partner universities. This 
“Mobility Programme” is open for German nationals and is coordinated by the University of 
Würzburg Graduate Schools. 

In order to strengthen existing ties and to expand academic contacts at our partner institutions, a 
delegation visited India. During this stay, contacts with German institutions such as the German 
embassy, the DAAD and DFG offices and the Goethe Institute were also to be established. 

 
 

http://www.a-new-passage-to-india.de/�
http://www.a-new-passage-to-india.de/�
http://www.indienzentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/home/�
http://www.indienzentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/local_network_wuerzburg�
http://www.indienzentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/local_network_wuerzburg�
http://www.graduateschools.uni-wuerzburg.de/uwgs/funding_opportunities/uwgs_funds/go_india/go_india_english/�
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Monday, 27.09.2010 

1. Delhi Office of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)  

The DAAD office is currently located in the city centre of New Delhi, at Connaught Place. There we 
met Ms. Pooja Midha (Coordinator of “A New Passage to India”) and Ms. Shikha Sinha (Senior 
Advisor). We received important information about current DAAD programmes and were assured of 
the support of our German exchange students and doctoral candidates by the DAAD in Delhi. 

 

2. University of Delhi (DU)  

The University of Delhi (DU) is one of the five leading Universities in India. More than 200.000 
students are studying under its auspices at two main locations in Delhi or at one of the associated 
colleges. Vice-Chancellor Prof. Deepak Pental and about ten representatives of the university 
welcomed us at the VC’s office, where we had the opportunity to show a presentation about the 
University of Würzburg including a video-message by the President of Würzburg University, Prof. Dr. 
A. Forchel. In the discussion that followed, the VC, the Deans of International Relations, Bhairabi 
Prasad Sahu (Humanities) und K. Sreenivas (Natural Sciences) as well as Prof. Daman Saluja, Director 
of the Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Center for Biomedical Research (ACBR) expressed particular interest in 
intensifying the exchange of information aiming at further mutual agreements. A MSc graduate from 
ACBR has just joined the Graduate School of Life Sciences at the University of Würzburg. In general, 
the ACBR could become an interesting partner for biomedicine researchers in Würzburg.  

 

 
Delhi University, at the VC’s Office: from left to right: K. Sreenivas, B.P. Sahu, S.S.-K.,  
D. Saluja, H.B., B.L., J.K., D. Pental 

http://newdelhi.daad.de/�
http://newdelhi.daad.de/�
http://www.acbrdu.edu/�
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Tuesday, 28.09.2010 
 

1. German Embassy  

The Counselor for Science & Technology, Dr. Christian 
Aulbach, welcomed us at the German Embassy. After 
following our presentation with interest, he emphasized 
that the embassy is not only an important partner for all 
matters regarding visa, but is also very well 
interconnected with all local science organizations.  

 

2. Max-Müller Bhavan (=Goethe-Institute)  

As the director of the MMB New Delhi, Dr. Heiko Sievers explained, the institute is a New Delhi hub 
for activities related to Germany. It is also a preferred place for internships of German students. 
Beyond that, the MBB can also be helpful to identify internships elsewhere in the context of the 
programme „A New Passage to India“. 
 

 

Intern from Würzburg at the MMB       Meeting  at the office of  H.  Sievers (right)  

 

3. German Research Foundation (DFG) office at Delhi 

We convened with the director of the DFG Office in New Delhi, Dr. Torsten Fischer and his 
colleagues, Mr. Krishnan Hariharan, Senior Program Officer, Ms. Ruchika Christ, PR Officer and Ms. 
Varupi Gupta, Senior Program Officer and responsible for the development of the German Center for 
Research and Innovation (GCRI). The GCRI will host the federal German Research Agencies and 
several liaison offices of German universities from 2011 onwards. 

 

 
R. Christ, B.L., T. Fischer, H.B., V. Gupta 

http://www.new-delhi.diplo.de/�
http://www.goethe.de/ins/in/ned/enindex.htm�
http://www.dfg.de/newdelhi�
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4. Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Delhi  

The afternoon and the morning of this day were reserved entirely for visiting our new partner 
university in New Delhi, the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). In total we met more than thirty JNU 
scientists and scholars. Dr. S. Chandrasekaran, Coordinator (Evaluation) at JNU, was instrumental in 
preparing the visit, which started with a meeting of the Deans und Center Chairpersons. Prof. 
Ramadhikari Kumar, Special Advisor to VC, stepped in for the VC to preside over the meeting. Ms. 
Sinha, DAAD, accompanied us at this occasion. 
 

  

Meeting at the VC’s Office 2nd f. l.: Special Advisor to VC, Ramadhikari Kumar, 3rd f.l. : 

S. Chandrasekaran, Coordinator(Evaluation) 

 

Later in the day we went to see the School of Life Sciences. For many years now, researchers of the 
University of Würzburg have been cooperating closely with Profs. Rajendra Prasad, Sneh Lata 
Bhadoriya, and Suresh Abraham. This cooperation already resulted in several joint publications. The 
first doctoral candidate from the Graduate School of Life Sciences at the University of Würzburg will 
stay with Prof. Abraham at the beginning of 2011, supported by the programme “A New Passage to 
India”. 

 

  
r.: R. Prasad S.L. Bhadoriya, S. Abraham (in the back), doctoral students  

http://www.jnu.ac.in/�
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Wednesday, 29.09.2010 
Visit of JNU continued 

Today, visits of several „Centres“ at the School of 
Social Sciences (SSS) and at the School of Language, 
Literature and Culture Studies (SLL & CS) were on the 
agenda: 

• Centre for the Study of Regional Development, SSS 
• Centre for Historical Studies, SSS 
• Centre for Political Studies, SSS 
• School of Language, SLL & CS 

During those visits, we successfully explored possibilities to invite JNU scholars for short term 
lectureships at the University of Würzburg through the funding line „Center of Modern Indian 
Studies” within the „New Passage“ programme. Next to cooperation in the fields of languages and 
culture, stays of JNU scholars are planned in the social sciences, especially at the newly founded 
Graduate School of Law, Economics and Society, Würzburg.  
 

 

Centre for the Study of Regional Development 

 

 
Dean’s Office, School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies 

 

During our visit, we also talked to several university representatives about the best ways of 
integrating and mentoring students and doctoral candidates from Würzburg during their stays at the 
JNU.  
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Faculty Meeting, Centre for Historical Studies  

 
 

Thursday, 30.09.2010 

Hyderabad 

The following two days were spent at the University of Hyderabad (UoH) and 
cooperating/associated research- und development centres in Hyderabad. The long standing 
research cooperation between the Universities of Hyderabad and Würzburg in the field of infection 
biology was extended by the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding earlier in 2010. The 
present visit was used to explore additional opportunities in the Arts and Humanities to exchange 
faculty, students and doctoral candidates.  

 

 
Meeting at the VC‘s Office: Video message of the President of the University of Würzburg 

 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Seyed E. Hasnain welcomed the delegation and outlined the impressive 
development the University of Hyderbad has taken in recent years, now occupying a top position 
among the research universities in India. After the meeting, Pro Vice-Chancellor and Director 
International Affairs, Prof. Prakash C. Sarangi showed us around at the Tagore International Guest 
House, which accommodates an impressive number of international students and doctoral 
candidates in a very comfortable way. 

http://www.uohyd.info/
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International Guest House  2nd f. l.: Prakash C. Sarangi 

 
Dr. Aparna Rayaprol took over to introduce us to the UoH’s unique „Study in India“ program, which is 
localized at a brand new dedicated building, designed to the program’s needs. The program 
specializes in Indian culture and languages, which it teaches to students coming from all over the 
world. 
 

  
Study in India Building  F. r.t.l.: VC S. E. Hasnain, N. Ehtesham, P. Sarangi 

 
After a tour at the university library, which is one of the most modern ones in India, the delegation 
split for further visits of the School of Life Sciences and the School of Humanities. The School of Life 
Sciences is about to move into an entirely new building complex. A discussion with the Dean, Prof. 
Ramanadham, about future cooperation was followed by a lecture of Prof. Kreft describing the most 
recent results of his research group.  
 

  
School of Life Sciences; r.: Dean M. Ramanadham  Meeting at the School of Humanities  
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Friday, 01.10.2010 

Our day was filled with visits of additional institutions on and off campus. The „Institute of Life 
Sciences“(ILS) is a non-profit Associate Institute of the University of Hyderabad. It conducts 
innovative research in chemistry, biology and chemical biology, aiming at novel therapies for disease. 
It also offers post-graduate studies in the field. Dr. Arvindh Shanmugam, Head Corporate Planning, 
showed us the construction site of a high-safety laboratory building for infection research. After 
completion, it will provide international contract research at a competitive price. ILS is also housing 
the company “Cosmic” which provides cost-effective chemical synthesis service for the 
pharmaceutical and biotech industry, but also for academic research institutions.  

 

  
At ILS; center: A. Shanmugam  ILS Entrance  

 

The „Centre for DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics“(CDFD) in the city center is funded by the 
Department of Science and Technology (DST) of the Govt. of India. It provides services to the federal 
government, but it also carries out internationally renowned basic research in close association with 
the University of Hyderabad. Talking to Dr. Akash Ranjan, Head Computational & Functional 
Genomics Lab, doctoral candidates and group leaders, ideas for future cooperation were discussed. 
Due to time constraints, the Hyderabad-based “Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology” CCMB 
could not be visited this time. 

The Sarojini Naidu School of Performing Arts, Fine Arts & Communication impressed the delegation 
as much by its unique architecture following Indian traditions as by its excellent technical equipment. 

 

  

Sarojini Naidu School of Performing Arts, Fine Arts & Communication  

http://www.ilsresearch.org/�
http://www.cosmic-discoveries.com/�
http://www.cdfd.org/�
http://www.ccmb.res.in/�
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Saturday, 02.10 - Monday, 04.10.2010 

Prof. Brückner und Dr. Schröder-Köhne travelled on to visit the two partner universities in the State 
of Karnataka, the Indian partner state of Bavaria. The trip started with a stop-over in Bangalore, 
Karnataka’s capital. Important local points of contact such as the office heads of BayInd and GTZ 
were consulted. Building on pre-existing cooperation with scientists from the University of Würzburg, 
initial informal contacts were established with eminent local research institutions (Indian Institute of 
Science-IISc, Prof. R. Gadagkar, Dr. Klein; National Center for Biological Sciences-NCBS, Prof. Vijay 
Raghavan). 

 

Tuesday, 05.10.2010 

Kannada University Hampi 

Tuesday morning we arrived in Hospet, a town in the immediate vicinity of the remains of 
Vijayanagar, former capital of the last Hindu empire of India. The Kannada University Hampi was 
deliberately placed there to form the main research institution investigating and propagating the 
historical and cultural heritage of the State of Karnataka. The Indology department of the University 
of Würzburg has close ties with the Kannada University for decades. The first three fellows of the 
DAAD programme „A New Passage to India” arrived at Hampi almost simultaneously with the 
delegation. The day of arrival was utilized for a short tour at Vijayanagar und for initial informal 
meetings with individual researchers and the fellows from Würzburg. Prof. Viveka Rai, former Vice-
Chancellor of the Kannada University Hampi, professor at Mangalore University and currently DAAD 
visiting professor at the University of Würzburg, joined us in Hampi in order to pave the way for the 
delegation here and in Mangalore.  

 

Wednesday, 06.10.2010 

Kannada University Hampi 

The day started with a reception by Vice-Chancellor Prof. A. Murigeppa. The meeting was joined by 
the Faculty Deans and the three “New Passage”-fellows from Würzburg. 

  

Present for  VC A. Murigeppa  The first  three „New Passge“-fellows from  Würzburg 
 
Throughout the course of the day we visited the three faculties of the university (Languages, Fine 
Arts, Social Sciences) and got an impression of various ongoing research projects. In doing so, we 

http://www.iisc.ernet.in/�
http://www.ncbs.res.in/�
http://www.kannadauniversity.org/�
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could not only talk to the researchers about their current work, but we could also clarify some 
remaining open questions with regard to the mentoring of the “New Passage”-fellows.  
 

  
In front of the library; 3rd from right Prof.V. Rai Campus of Hampi University seen from the 

guesthouse; in the back library & museum 
 
Thursday, 07.10.2010 

Thursday was spent with a day’s car ride from Hampi to Mangalore, with a stop-over at the former 
residence of the late poet Kuppali Venkatappagowda Puttappa (Kuvempu), one of the most 
important and revered Indian authors, especially in the Kannada language.  

 

Friday, 08.10.2010 

1. Mangalore University 

Mangalore is a harbor city and the most important trade and finance center at the West coast of 
Karnataka. Mangalore University entertains a cooperation with the University of Würzburg since 
many years, mainly through the Department of Kannada. Prof. Chinnappa Gowda, Registrar of 
Mangalore University and former guest professor at the University of Würzburg, had prepared our 
visit. It started by meeting the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Shivashankara Murthy and the Faculty Deans. 
Afterwards we visited several facilities on campus, among them the Institutes of Applied Zoology and 
Applied Botany, as well as the Department of Business Administration, with the goal to identify 
potential further areas of cooperation.  

  
VC S. Murthy hands over a present Applied Zoology, r.: Registrar C. Gowda 
 
Saturday, 9.10. 2010, Leaving for Bangalore and from there to Germany. 

http://www.mangaloreuniversity.ac.in/xampp/�
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Conclusions and Outlook 

At all places visited by the delegation we met a genuine interest to strengthen existing links to the 
University of Würzburg and to establish new ones. Thus potential future areas of cooperation with 
Indian scholars and scientist at our partner institutions could be discussed and first invitations were 
extended for stays at the University of Würzburg. In the meantime (February 2011), several scholars 
have accepted offers for a lectureship for the summer semester 2011 and later.  

An important aspect also covered by the delegation was to address the modes of affiliation and ways 
of integration of the German students and doctoral candidates, both the ones already present at our 
partner institutions as well as future fellows. Apart from their scientific integration, their 
accommodation and general local support was discussed. Last but not least, consulting the 
representatives of German science organizations and contacting potential formal cooperation 
partners strengthened our network in India.  

India has a number of traditional strengths in science and is in a process of large scale reorganization 
and expansion of its higher education and research system. This further increases its attractiveness 
as a partner. Not surprisingly therefore, many links have already been established, not only with the 
commonwealth countries and the USA, but also with others, including German universities and 
research institutions.  

In this increasingly competitive situation we are lucky to build on existing or agreed upon 
cooperations with our excellent partner institutions in India. Already now, many excellent Indian 
doctoral students and postdocs come to Würzburg. The mobility programme for German students 
and, in particular, the improved possibilities to invite Indian guest faculty will lead to even closer 
relations.  

In the fields of humanities, law, business management, political studies etc. the new “Würzburg 
Centre for Modern India” and its local network (see background) will be instrumental in pursuing 
such an approach. For natural sciences the organizational basis for the exchange of students will be 
the Graduate School which will also support the establishment of joint research programmes. 

Based on former and existing contacts or collaborations with our partners, further common or 
complementary interests and expertise can be identified. Subsequent cooperative projects in training 
and research will require some preparative work, such as a bilateral workshop, which is planned for 
late fall 2011. 


